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The activity of terrorist groups and the support of governments to these groups
is one of the problems of international order and security and the legal
mechanisms to deal with it has always been the subject of debate and opinion. In
this article, an attempt has been made to investigate the basic question of whether
it is possible to attribute the activities of terrorist groups to sponsoring
governments from the point of view of international criminal law, what is the
approach of the International Court of Justice in this regard and what are the
challenges of attributing the actions of terrorist groups to sponsoring
governments? This article is descriptive and analytical and has investigated the
mentioned question by using the library method. The findings indicate that the
international responsibility of the government for damages caused to foreigners
is limited to actions caused by its own agents and representatives, not private
individuals who did not have such a position. According to the procedure of the
International Court of Justice, the government, under certain conditions, is
responsible for protecting its affiliated groups. According to what was discussed
in the Nicaragua case, the US government is responsible for their actions due to
the overall control and effective control of the contras. This decision was
repeated in the court procedure in the initial decision of the Tadic case, but in the
appeal decision, the court changed its procedure. The theory of effective control
in the support of governments from non-governmental groups, including terrorist
groups, in order to make governments accountable and responsible in not
interfering in the affairs of other governments, faces two important challenges;
First, the support of governments to non-governmental groups such as terrorists
is done secretly and terrorist groups are not under the full control of supporting
governments and often act independently. Second, even the International Court
of Justice does not have a single procedure in this field and there is a kind of
mixed opinion in this regard.
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