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The living environment has always been one of the fundamental factors
in juvenile delinquency. The impact of the living environment is
intertwined with variables such as economy, culture, security and others.
Therefore, investigating why a teenager, during the most sensitive phase
of their life - adolescence - might engage in criminal activities in pursuit
of identity can be vital for crime prevention. The influence of the
environment in adolescent modeling cannot be overlooked. Additionally,
criminological theories, such as the labeling theory, indicate that
adolescents are affected by the unwanted labels attached to them by their
living environment. The rational choice theory suggests that adolescents
may opt for a shorter path to achieve their goals, which often involves
committing crimes. These theories illustrate that adolescents have
historically mirrored the behaviors of those close to them, including their
immediate surroundings. In this paper, data is collected through a primary
library research method, followed by a questionnaire distributed among
adolescents involved in petty delinquency. An analysis is conducted on
the responses from delinquent adolescents in Ohio, USA, using thematic
analysis to provide researchers with the freedom to explore the factors
influencing the living environment on juvenile delinquency. The goal is to
identify influential factors and take the first effective steps in combating
juvenile delinquency by addressing or at least mitigating the underlying
causes of crime.
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2. Cesare Lombroso (November 6, 1836 - October 19, 1909) was an

Italian physician and criminologist. He is known for his research on
the physical characteristics of criminals and the differences between
them and other members of society. Lombroso founded the
positivist school of criminology and contributed significantly to the
field of criminal anthropology.

5. Inevitability of Environment Theory
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L. Alexandre Lacassagne was a French thinker and the founder of

the Social Environment school of thought in criminal sociology.
Born in 1843 and passing away in 1924, he served as a professor of
forensic medicine. His work in Lyon, France, established significant
contributions to the understanding of the social factors influencing
criminal behavior.
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5. Kohlberg, L. (1927-1987) was an American psychologist best

known for his theory of moral development, which outlines how
individuals progress through stages of moral reasoning.

4. Labeling Theory
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L. Erikson, EH. (1902-1994) was a developmental psychologist

known for his theory of psychosocial development, highlighting
identity formation during adolescence.

2. Identity vs. Role Confusion
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3. Derek CornishDerek Cornish is known for his work alongside

Ronald Clark in formulating rational choice theory, focusing on how
individuals weigh costs and benefits when making decisions,
particularly in criminology and social behavior.
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L. Rational choice Thoeries

2. Ronald Clark: Ronald Clark is a prominent figure in the

development of rational choice theory, contributing to the
understanding of decision-making processes and the implications of
individual choices within social contexts.
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