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The inefficiency of traditional punitive approaches and their adverse
consequences for the relationship between victims and offenders have prompted
criminal justice systems to adopt alternative mechanisms grounded in stakeholder
interaction and the peaceful resolution of disputes. Within this context, criminal
mediation, as a manifestation of restorative justice, seeks to reduce tendencies
toward retaliation and violence by providing a framework through which conflicts
can be resolved while minimizing the negative consequences arising from
criminal conduct. International legal instruments have increasingly recognized a
variety of criminal mediation mechanisms designed to reduce reliance on judicial
proceedings and limit recourse to criminal courts. The present study examines the
role of mediation in preventing violence and retaliatory behavior in light of
international legal instruments. The findings indicate that criminal mediation
contributes to violence prevention by fostering responsibility and awareness
among both victims and offenders, employing a neutral third party who facilitates
dialogue without issuing binding decisions, creating opportunities for
participation and the exchange of perspectives, encouraging offender apologies
and victim forgiveness, and promoting a humanistic, dignity-based approach
toward offenders. Through these mechanisms, mediation serves as an effective
means of mitigating violence and retaliatory impulses in criminal disputes.
Achieving these objectives requires the professionalization and specialization of
mediation practices so as to enhance public trust in non-judicial dispute resolution
institutions and reduce both penal inflation and excessive reliance on the courts.
Furthermore, institutional, financial, and media support for professional mediators
can strengthen their capacity to apply specialized expertise more effectively,
thereby improving the resolution of criminal disputes and advancing the broader
goals of restorative justice.
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VOMA Connections,
http://voma.org/docs/connectl5.
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