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Type of Article: Intent constitutes the critical dividing line between criminal conduct and other
Original Research acts committed during violent conflicts. Its precise determination distinguishes
Pages: 33-44 justice from retaliation and serves as a fundamental prerequisite for the attribution

of individual criminal responsibility. This study examines the concept of intent as
a central yet highly complex notion in international criminal law, focusing on its
role as the mental element (mens rea) of major international crimes committed

Corresponding Author’s Info:
ORCID: 0000-0003-0672-3616

TELL: +989353919437 against civilians within the framework of international criminal jurisdiction.The
Email: Dr.Rostami@pnu.ac.ir findings indicate that the International Criminal Court (ICC), through its

jurisprudence, has encountered significant evidentiary challenges in establishing
Article history: specific intent (dolus specialis) in the crime of genocide, as well as in
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Revised: 23 Dec 2025 crimes and crimes against humanity. Furthermore, the Court’s jurisdiction faces
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influential states and the issuance of arrest warrants against high-ranking state
officials, both of which complicate the process of proving intent within these
Keywords: complex contexts. The study concludes that, although the ICC has made
considerable progress in developing standards for assessing intent, overcoming
evidentiary difficulties and enhancing the effectiveness of international criminal
justice require the continued evolution of judicial practice and the unconditional
support of the international community. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology and drawing upon library-based sources and the jurisprudence of
international tribunals, this research explores the various levels of intent
recognized under the Rome Statute, including direct intent, certain knowledge
(often associated with dolus eventualis), and conscious awareness.
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