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Juvenile justice requires responses distinct from adult criminal justice because of
children’s developmental characteristics, vulnerability, and greater capacity for change.
Yet the interchangeable use of terms such as rehabilitative order, educational measure,
punishment, suspension, probation, and parole may obscure the legal nature and
procedural stage of judicial decisions. Using a descriptive-analytical and functional
comparative method, this article examines corrective and rehabilitative measures at three
stages: pre-adjudication, final disposition, and execution or review of the disposition.
The Iranian analysis focuses on Articles 82 and 285-287 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure and Articles 88-95 of the Islamic Penal Code, including the 2024
amendments. Because juvenile justice in the United States is primarily governed by state
law, the article avoids treating the country as a single uniform system. It therefore
examines the federal constitutional and statutory framework and uses two selected state
mechanisms as functional comparators: the Pennsylvania consent decree and
Washington’s deferred disposition. The findings demonstrate that Iranian law provides
a diverse range of non-custodial responses, personality assessment, judicial
reconsideration, and access to deferment and suspension. Nevertheless, its rehabilitative
potential is weakened by conceptual overlap between procedural security measures and
final dispositions, mandatory institutional placement in some cases, the narrow statutory
scope of mediation, and the absence of an explicit least-restrictive-alternative test. The
selected American mechanisms do not justify a general claim that the United States is
uniformly more effective; rather, they illustrate clearer distinctions among procedural
stages, eligibility requirements, supervision conditions, consequences of
noncompliance, and the legal effects of successful completion. The article concludes that
reform in Iran should emphasize individualized assessment, a rebuttable preference for
the least restrictive response, regular judicial review, and effective access to professional
services, and reasoned findings whenever deprivation of liberty is imposed.
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- Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court
Procedure, Rule 370; 42 Pa.C.S. § 6340.

- Washington Revised Code. Juvenile Justice
Provisions, RCW 13.40.020 and RCW
13.40.127.

2bad ¢,
- Graham v. Florida, 560 U.S. 48 (2010).
- Inre Gault, 387 U.S. 1 (1967).
- In re Winship, 397 U.S. 358 (1970).
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