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Reducing prison overcrowding and safeguarding the human dignity of offenders constitute some
of the most pressing challenges of contemporary criminal policy within modern systems of
criminal justice. In Iran, this challenge has acquired particular urgency due to chronic prison
congestion, the rising economic costs of incarceration, and the criminogenic consequences of
short-term imprisonment. In this context, electronic monitoring has emerged as one of the most
innovative alternatives to custodial sanctions, offering significant potential to reduce prison
populations, generate economic savings, and enhance the social reintegration of offenders.
Nevertheless, a fundamental question remains as to why—despite the existence of multiple
upstream policy documents and regulatory instruments—electronic monitoring in Iran has
largely remained limited in scope and quasi-experimental in nature, rather than developing into
a stable and institutionalized penal measure. This study adopts a descriptive—analytical and
comparative approach, examining the legal, institutional, and policy requirements for the
institutionalization of electronic monitoring in Iran through a comparison with the experiences
of France, the Netherlands, and England. To this end, relevant laws and regulations, institutional
frameworks, rehabilitative policies, and available data on prison population reduction, costs, and
recidivism rates are systematically analyzed. The findings indicate that although Iran’s normative
and policy framework contains considerable capacity for the expansion of electronic monitoring,
a significant gap persists between prescribed norms and their practical implementation. This gap
stems less from the absence of legal foundations than from structural and institutional
deficiencies, including the lack of a comprehensive and independent legal framework,
insufficient specialized institutions, the absence of robust mechanisms for effectiveness
evaluation, and the failure to mandatorily integrate electronic monitoring with rehabilitative and
reintegrative programs. Comparative analysis further demonstrates that the sustained success of
the examined European jurisdictions in reducing prison overcrowding is largely attributable to
the full legal and policy institutionalization of electronic monitoring and its integration within
community-based supervision systems. Ultimately, the study emphasizes the necessity of moving
beyond an experimental approach toward the full institutionalization of electronic monitoring in
Iran. It argues that through targeted legislative reforms, the establishment of independent
specialized institutions, and the systematic integration of technological supervision with social
reintegration programs, electronic monitoring can be transformed into a sustainable, humane, and
effective alternative sanction capable of achieving long-term prison population reduction.
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