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Type of Article: Original Research Foreign investor economic crimes in Iran, particularly in the area of money laundering and
sanctions violations, are at the complex intersection of domestic law, international obligations, and
Pages: 61-68 economic considerations. The depth of this challenge is not limited to overlapping jurisdictions or
violations of laws, but rather points to a more fundamental normative crisis in which traditional
Corresponding Author’s Info: rules of national judicial sovereignty lose their effectiveness in the face of transnational networks
ORCID: 0000-0000-0000-0000 of crime and conflicting political and economic imperatives. The present analysis shows that the
problem is not simply the existence of legal loopholes, but rather a structural incompatibility
TELL: +98000000000 between the isolation caused by sanctions on the one hand and the aspiration for integration into
Email: snebrahimi@ut.ac.ir the global economy on the other. This contradiction has led to a kind of decision-making paralysis

in the enactment and implementation of laws, so that anti-money laundering laws sometimes
become a tool to curb capital flows, while the fear of alienating investors undermines the desire to
build trust through transparency. From a methodological perspective, this analysis critically
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Revised: 04 Oct 2026 jurisdictional challenge is rooted in parallel and uncoordinated institutions, each operating with its

own logic. The General Court, the Revolutionary Court, and the financial supervisory institutions
Accepted: 25 Nov 2026 each see part of the puzzle, without a common and coordinating plan. This fragmentation greatly
Published online: 22 Dec 2026 reduces the ability to track and ensure accountability for foreign investors who may benefit from

complex legal structures. Specifically, the lack of a cross-sectoral judicial authority with broad
powers to deal with complex economic crimes in a unified manner is the greatest operational

Keywords: obstacle. On the legislative side, the fundamental problem is the ambiguity of obligations.
Transnational Economic Domestic sanctions laws are largely reactive and defensive, with little emphasis on a positive
Crimes, Foreign Investment, definition of the “crime of sanctions violation” as an independent criminal element. This places
Jurisdictional Challenges, judges in the difficult position of having to deal with these crimes by resorting to general principles
Money Laundering Legislation, such as disruption of the country’s economic system, a practice that results in the absence of a

uniform and predictable judicial procedure. As a result, Iran’s legal system is caught in a desperate
dilemma: on the one hand, it needs to attract foreign capital and comply with international anti-
money laundering standards to escape international isolation, but on the other hand, due to security
and political considerations, it cannot fully commit itself to these standards. This impasse requires
a fundamental rethink at the macro-policy level, in which judicial and economic security are
considered not as two conflicting goals, but as two necessary wings for development.
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